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members remain a vibrant part of parish life to
this day. The parish relocated to the existing
church 40 years ago in 1971. Currently there
are 230 families that make their spiritual home
at St. George Orthodox Church. Despite the
diversity of cultures among the parishioners,
the Church members are united in their Ortho-
dox Faith rooted in Apostolic Succession.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the House of Represent-
atives to join me in congratulating Father Jo-
seph Abud, the parishioners, clergy, staff, and
friends of St. George Orthodox Church for 75
years of worship, fellowship, and inspiration.
May God continue to bless the parish with en-
thusiasm and spiritual growth for many, many
years to come.

—————
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Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great pride that | rise today to recognize the
50th anniversary of Vivian Field Middle
School. As a former student of Carrollton-
Farmers Branch ISD, it gives me great satis-
faction to recognize Vivian Field Middle School
for its five decades of educational excellence.

In 1960, Tom Field, a former county com-
missioner and staunch supporter of public
education, donated 7.5 acres of land to
Carrollton-Farmers Branch ISD for a new
school. Mr. Field, however, had one require-
ment of the school district: the new school had
to be named after his wife, Vivian. The school
district honored his wish and constructed Viv-
ian Field Junior High School.

Vivian Field Junior High School opened in
the fall of 1961. The school consisted of the
sixth, seventh, and eighth grades. The main
building was structured with three wings which
were connected by a gymnasium on the
southeast side and a cafeteria on the west
side. In 1969, to accommodate its growing
student body, Vivian Field Junior High School
constructed an additional wing, providing a for-
mal entrance and additional classrooms. Since
opening, the school has changed its name to
Vivian Field Middle School to better reflect the
grades and programs.

Today, Vivian Field Middle School has ap-
proximately 900 students across three grades.
The middle school has been honored by the
Texas Education Agency as a “Recognized”
school from 2005 to 2010, and has been com-
mended on the State and National level for
continually providing an outstanding education
for its students.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 24th District of
Texas, | ask all my distinguished colleagues to
join me in commending the administrators,
teachers, and students of Vivian Field Middle
School for its five decades of exemplary edu-
cation in our community.
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Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Lydia Agede
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award. Lydia Agede is
a 12th grader at Standley Lake High School
and received this award because her deter-
mination and hard work have allowed her to
overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Lydia
Agede is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Lydia Agede for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all her future accom-
plishments.

————
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Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, every so often,
the heroism of America’s greatest generation
is relived through personal accounts, cere-
mony and celebration. It was these Americans
who lead our nation to victory in Europe and
the Pacific during World War I, and then re-
turned home to build an economy and set the
gold standard for future generations to not
only admire, but to follow.

One of these great Americans, Marine
Corps Master Sergeant Frank Mason, is cele-
brating his 90th birthday, a significant mile-
stone that encompasses a lifetime of service
and sacrifice. Frank’s story, starting with his
childhood and carrying through his career in
the Marine Corps, is truly inspiring. And his
courage as a prisoner of war following the fall
of the Philippines is an example of the same
American selflessness and fighting spirit that
continues to motivate the men and women of
the Marine Corps, and every other American
who understands that freedom comes at a
cost.

Seeing both an obligation of duty and op-
portunity in the Marine Corps, Frank enlisted
in the Marines in 1937 at 17 years of age.
Frank was assigned to the 1st Battalion, 4th
Marine Regiment and, after a year in Hawaii,
he joined the Battalion in Shanghai, China—
Oa part of the world that, outside of books and
maps, was unfamiliar to most Americans—
until the threat of a Japanese attack forced the
evacuation of all American troops on Novem-
ber 28, 1941—days before the bombing of
Pearl Harbor. Frank’s next stop was the Phil-
ippines, where the Marines would soon put up
a valiant fight against a determined and relent-
less Japanese enemy committed to fighting
until the last man.

The Philippines was a strategic asset for
both the U.S. and the Japanese during World

E791

War Il. And the Island of Corregidor was the
culmination of the Japanese campaign for the
Philippines. It was on Corregidor that Frank
and others, cornered and outnumbered, en-
dured multiple waves of attacks. They held
their ground. The fighting intensified until Jap-
anese tanks went into action and stacked the
odds against the Marines on the Island.

Many were wounded, and under fear that
Japanese landings would continue overnight,
General Jonathan Wainright made the deci-
sion to surrender.

General Wainright's famous words to Presi-
dent Roosevelt provide a clear window into
the conditions facing Marines on Corregidor,
saying “There is a limit of human endurance,
and that point has long passed.” On May 6,
1942, the Corregidor garrison, with two offi-
cers sent forward with a white flag, surren-
dered to the Japanese.

Frank’s account of these events aptly re-
flects the attitude of a Marine rifleman. An atti-
tude, in fact, that reflects the tradition and
honor of the Marine Corps to this day. Franks
asserts that, “we never surrendered. We were
ordered to stop fighting.”

Frank was put on a “hell ship” and trans-
ported to japan with other Prisoners of War,
where he was starved and nearly worked to
death in a nickel and lead mine for over three
years. Still, Frank did not lose his spirit or his
desire to live. With some incredible fortune
and personal resourcefulness, Frank survived.
And when most people might say they've
done their part and try restoring some nor-
malcy to their lives, Frank made the conscious
decision to stay in the Marine Corps. His ex-
traordinary levels of experience, fortitude and
resilience, would be needed yet again, this
time in Korea.

Less than a decade after the World War Il
victory parades rolled through America,
Frank’s next test would come during the Ko-
rean War and the historic battle of the Chosin
Reservoir—a badge of pride for the Marine
Corps, which, once again, faced insurmount-
able odds against a formidable enemy. Frank
showed that the right leadership and experi-
ence is invaluable, under even the most dif-
ficult and dangerous conditions.

It's impossible to quantify Frank’s contribu-
tion to the nation, but what's certain is that
there are only a few Americans whose experi-
ence and sacrifice compare to his. Frank is
part of an elite class of Americans who de-
serve our unending appreciation.

It was Ronald Reagan who famously said,
“Some people live an entire lifetime and won-
der if they have made a difference in the
world. Marines don’t have that problem.” Mr.
Speaker, | believe Frank is an example of the
type of Marine President Reagan had in mind.
Frank made a difference and we are all thank-
ful for his service.

On the occasion of his 90th birthday, | ask
that my colleagues join me in paying tribute to
Master Sergeant Frank Mason—a true Amer-
ican hero.
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Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Lizbeth Blan-
co-Ramos for receiving the Arvada Wheat
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